The Heideggerian Origins of a Post-Platonist Plato Aristotle's own testimony had made possible.2 While Jaeger's investigation of the fragmentary remains of Aristotle's dialogues revealed numerous links to Plato, it was not because the young Aristotle had ever embraced the transcendent and unchanging Idea of the Good in the Cave Allegory, for example, that Jaeger could justify his claims about Aristotle's early Platonism. Jaeger's case rested instead on the young Aristotle's embrace of a set of doctrines thatwhile leaving traces in Plato's late dialogues -were made fully explicit only in Aristotle's own accounts of Plato's views.3 While it is well known that Aristotle attributed to Plato views that are not stated in the dialogues themselves,4 the embrace of "Plato's Development" has been so pervasive in the reception of Plato since the nineteenth century that Aristotle's originating role in the creation of "the late Plato" has not been sufficiently emphasized.5 In any case, I will use the term "developmentalism" to describe the view that Plato's thought had not only "developed" but had more specifically moved way from the unchanging and transcendent Ideas of traditional Platonism, the ultimate basis of the "high ideals" with which this essay began.
It is important to begin with the Aristotelian basis of developmentalism because it is certainly not because of Heidegger's influence that an attack on traditional Platonism emerged triumphant in the twentieth century as far as the Anglophone reception of Plato is concerned. The "likely story" of Plato's abandonment of "the two-world ontology of the middle period" (or some similar phraseology)6 predates Heidegger's birth in 1889,7 and it is therefore not Heidegger who is primarily responsible for the emergence of a post-Platonist Plato in the twentieth-century: Aristotle is. The principal merit of emphasizing Aristotle's role in the development of developmentalism from the start is that it suggests a basis for detecting some continuity between the Anglo-American and Continental receptions of Plato, two different streams that converge in a
